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Agencies help CCC Vet Center with facelift

C

omputers stand ready at desks. Large,
soft sofas face a television screen. The
kitchen waits to be of service, and staff
members are at the ready to lend a helping
hand.
It's a comfortable, safe place for veterans
going back to college.
The Coconino Community College
Veteran Center at the Lone Tree Campus
began receiving a facelift in the spring
semester, and work was completed before
the beginning of the fall semester.
Kevin Scholler is a U.S. Navy veteran
and a CCC graduate on his way to Northern
Arizona University. He works part-time
at the Welcome Desk and uses the Veteran
Center on occasion.
"The CCC Veteran Center has a
welcoming atmosphere," Scholler said.
"There's always something in the kitchen to
eat. It's nice to have somewhere to study and
be with people who have been through the
same stuff."
There is a bond, a brotherhood, in
having been in the Armed Forces and
serving the country, Scholler added.
"At the Veteran Center, it's a place you
can open up," Scholler said.
CCC serves between 100 and 110
veterans in the fall semester, said Bob
Voytek, Director of Financial Aid and
Veteran Services at CCC. The College serves
about 160 veterans an academic year, and
they would all, including dependents, be able
to use the newly remodeled Veteran Center.
The decision to dedicate a space
specifically for veterans was the idea of CCC
President Colleen A. Smith, Voytek said.
President Smith said that members of
Support Education and Employment for Vets
(S.E.E.4Vets) approached her and said that
if there were anything they could do to help
veterans at CCC, they had grants to help.
"I thought this was exciting because
veteran issues, particularly the return to
school or to recareer, are such a priority
to the College and the District Governing
Board," Dr. Smith said. "Sometimes different
groups of students have different needs, and
we are aware of that."
"Veterans come to college with very

CCC Facilities workers install new sofas in the Veterans Center at CCC Lone Tree Campus.
The Veterans Center received grants for renovations to give student veterans a safe space.

different experiences," Voytek said.
Student veterans are more mature, have
seen the world more than their traditional
student counterparts. The veterans have a
different perspective on life, and the Veteran
Center is a place where they can communicate
with others who "get it," Voytek said. To "get
it" is to understand being deployed and
putting life at risk halfway around the world.
Intially, CCC's previous president, Dr.
Leah Bornstein, dedicated the space for
veterans, but the kitchen was also shared
with staff and made the space difficult for
veterans to have a secure and confidential
environment, Voytek said. So, President
Smith suggested devoting the entire space
to veterans, and with the help of the grant
from S.E.E.4Vets, CCC staff members were
able to make a safe, comfortable and inviting
place for veterans to congregate while on
campus. The Home Depot Foundation,
SounDecision, Herron Interior Design, Inc.,
Classic Leather, Inc., and the CCC Facilities
staff all assisted in making the remodel of the
Veteran Center possible.
"We were extremely fortunate to have
S.E.E.4Vets offer to fund the vast majority of
the remodel," Voytek said. "It allowed us to
give the veterans something they needed."
There's a full kitchen, desks with
computers to do school work, recliners, a

television, free printing, and in the future,
tutoring services and group study sessions
will be brought in as well.
Charli Hausam, Financial Aid and
Veteran Advisor, said the veterans at CCC
have been all smiles with the remodel.
"They're very happy and appreciative
and feel like they're being recognized for
the first time in a long time," Hausam said,
adding that many colleges do not have
Veteran Centers.
The Veteran Center helps CCC student
veterans access community resources they
need to be successful in their lives and in
their college experiences, Hausam said.
There's even a little food pantry to help
veterans who need a good meal to get them
through the day.
Dr. Smith added that she appreciates
the work of Voytek, Hausam and Rachel
Edelstein, Alumni and Donor Relations
Coordinator at CCC's Office of Institutional
Advancement, to get the project to become
a reality with the help of the Facilities
Department.
Scholler, for one, is appreciative of the
Veteran Center at CCC.
"It's really nice looking," Scholler said. "I
was blown away when I walked in. It's nice to
see the school cares enough to do something
like this for veterans."
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